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which he was to rule. Rarely has a sove-
reign taken more trouble to make himself
thoroughly efficient for his life's work, and in
so doing he carried away, as he said in his
farewell letter to the Governor-General, Lord
Minto, "imperishable memories of affectionate
and loyal hearts . . . prosperous and progres-
sive communities, boundless productive terri-
tories and a country proud of its membership
of the Empire, in which the Empire finds one
of its brightest offspring."
On his return a public welcome was arranged
to be given to the Prince of Wales (for this
was now his title) at the Guildhall on De-
cember 5, 1901. Their Royal Highnesses
went in state by the longer route, which is
now taken to give as many people as possible
a chance of viewing these public processions.
The usual routine was followed, and it
seemed as if there would be nothing to dis-
tinguish this reception from many similar
ceremonies. But when it came to the Prince's
turn, and he rose to respond to the Lord
Mayor's speech of welcome, he surprised all
his listeners by the energy and earnestness
of his utterances*
He showed how his experiences had im-
pressed his mind, and he gave vent to opinions
formed by a careful study of colonial Condi-